This introduction sets the stage for the papers making up this special issue. Its focus is on two major problems in the study of lexical processing-determining the phases involved in recognising a spoken word and identifying the nature of different types of contextual influences on these phases. An attempt is made to decompose the process of recognising a word into phases which have both theoretical and empirical consequences.
Introduction
Until recently, spoken word recognition has been a neglected area of study. Psychological research has focused on the written word, and generally has assumed that the processes involved in this modality were also those involved in the auditory modality. Thus, early models of word recognition (e.g.,
